
TERM OF REFERENCE
Working Group on BRICS Research Infrastructure
	Background Information


In 2015 the Governments of the BRICS countries adopted the Memorandum of Understanding on Cooperation in Science, Technology and Innovation which among other issues included provisions for establishment of three STI governing bodies: the BRICS Ministerial Meeting, the BRICS STI Senior Officials Meeting (SOM), and the BRICS STI Working Groups (WG).

Following the comprehensive dialogue held within these bodies the BRICS science, technology and innovation Ministers at their 3rd BRICS (Moscow, October 2015) adopted the Moscow Declaration encouraging, in particular,  i) the cooperation within large-scale infrastructure, including mega-science projects, and ii) coordination of the existing large-scale national programmes of the BRICS countries. Based on the Moscow Declaration and in implementation of the Work Plan 2015-2018 approved at the same ministerial meeting, the Ministers endorsed the establishment of the BRICS WG on Research Infrastructure. 
According to the BRICS Jaipur Declaration signed at the 4th BRICS Science, Technology and Innovation Ministerial Meeting on October, 8 2016 (Article 16) and the revised BRICS Work Plan 2015-2018 (Article 5, Article 6.1) as well as Action Plan 2016-2017 it was agreed to convene the 1st meeting of the WG on Research Infrastructure in May 2017.

	Goals and Task 


The 

The main goals of the WG on Research Infrastructure are:
· to contribute for the implementation of the BRICS Research and Innovation Initiative;

· to promote cooperation within large-scale research infrastructure; 
· to support initiatives leading to efficient use, development and management of mega-science projects in the BRICS countries;

· to create a dynamic environment for the development of Research Infrastructures amongst BRICS, countries for providing fundamental and translational research leading to solutions for common challenges among the BRICS countries and the world at large;

· to stimulate the interaction and transferring of scientific knowledge to the productive sector, aiming at increasing of productivity and competitiveness; 

· to promote innovative environments associated to the Mega Science Projects, aiming at the creation of high technology-based companies (Start-Ups);

· to engage Global research community in the BRICS Research Infrastructures.
These goals will be achieved through:
i) Sharing of their national strategies among BRICS countries with respect to their large-scale research infrastructure programmes;

ii) Coordination of existing large-scale national programmes of the BRICS countries; 
iii) Elaboration of a medium-term strategic plan for the theme “Mega-Projects of Infrastructure”, including prospection of new themes and tools to articulate the strengths of each BRICS country;

iv)  Establishment of the BRICS Global Research Advanced Infrastructure Network (BRICS GRAIN);
v) Developing synergies with the global research infrastructures.
	Function 


In pursuing the tasks above, the WG on Research Infrastructure is mandated:
· to elaborate a framework for establishment of BRICS GRAIN;

· to identify the large-scale facilities in the BRICS countries in order to explore the potential for cooperation at multilateral formats; 
· to produce and periodically update a directory of ongoing and new mega science projects implemented in BRICS countries; 
· to prepare recommendations on best practices; 

· to set up a communication mechanism among the members of the WG on Research Infrastructure to enhance information exchange on issues relating to its activity;

· to enhance communication and cooperation with working groups of thematic areas, thus identifing potential areas or projects from BRICS GRAIN. 
	Responsibility and accountability


The WG on Research Infrastructure will report to the BRICS STI Senior Officials Meeting (SOM) on its main work actions.
	Membership 


Members of the WG on Research Infrastructure are nominated by each BRICS country.
Experts representing scientific community with specific competences relevant to a subject of the agenda may be invited to attend the WG on Research Infrastructure meetings. 

	Mode of Operation


The representatives of the host country will chair the WG on Research Infrastructure meetings.
Each side designates a provisional national focal point from government officials or nominated experts and a provisional representatives from designated research institutions to facilitate communication between the members of the WG on Research Infrastructure. 
The WG on Research Infrastructure will meet at least once a year, unless otherwise decided by the members. 
The participants of the WG would meet at their own international expenses. The local hospitality and expenses on hosting the meeting would be borne by the country hosting the meeting.
All decisions shall be taken by consensus and in line with the BRICS rules of procedures.
The working language of the WG on Research Infrastructure is English.

Upon implementation of its tasks, this Term of Reference may be reviewed at the request of one or more members. 
Annexure

	Focal Points of BRICS Working Group on Research Infrastructure


	Country
	Focal Point(s)

	Brazil
	Dr. Alvaro Toubes Prata

Deputy Minister for Technological Development and Innovation

Brazilian Ministry of Science, Technology, Innovation and Communication (MCTIC)

Dr. Felipe Silva Bellucci and Dr. Leandro Antunes Berti

Coordinator and General-Coordinator for Innovation on Converging and Enabling Technologies

Brazilian Ministry of Science, Technology, Innovation and Communication (MCTIC)
Tel: +55 61 2033 7424
e-mail: felipe.bellucci@mctic.gov.br
and leandro.berti@mctic.gov.br 

	Russia
	Dr. Dmitry Kamanin 
Deputy Head of JINR Office of Science Coordination and International Cooperation (Joint Institute for Nuclear Research)
Tel: +7 (49621) 65-839, 62-636
Fax:+7 (49621) 65-891
e-mail:kamanin@jinr.ru
Mr. Victor Smirnov

Deputy Head,

International Department

Ministry of Education and Science of the Russian Federation
e-mail: smirnov-vm@mon.gov.ru


	India
	

	China
	Mr. Song Yuntao

Deputy Director General (DDG)

Insititute of plasma physics, Chinese Academy of Sciences

e-mail: songyt@ipp.ac.cn

Ms. Li Wenjing

Division for International Organizations and Conferences

Department of International Cooperation

Ministry of Science and Technology, People's Republic of CHINA

e-mail: liwj@most.cn

	South Africa
	Dr Neville Arendse, South African BRICS STI Coordinator, Department of Science and Technology

Mr Charles Mokonoto, Director: Cyberinfrastructure, Department of Science and Technology

Dr Molefi Motuku, Group Executive: Research and Development, Council for Scientific and Industrial Research




